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to a nephew of one of the Lords of the Admiralty to whom
I am under personal obligations."

Upon reporting to my father what had passed, he desired
I would attend morning, noon, and night at the door of
Captain Dent, until I obtained his order to be received on
board the Dolphin. I accordingly did so, always addressing
the Captain as he passed in or out. At last he said to me :

" By God, you possess a good share of perseverance, and
I believe I shall contrive to stow you amongst my mids
(meaning midshipmen), but then you and your clothes
must be on board at Deptford by noon to-morrow, as she
will drop down from thence by one o'clock."

To be ready in so few hours I deemed impossible, but
my father instantly took me to Blunt's warehouse at
Charing Cross, and there purchased some ready made
shirts and other necessaries for the voyage. My former stock
still remained at the India house, where they are always
scandalously slow and dilatory in clearing the baggage of
passengers. Having packed these things in a trunk, my
father sent a servant with it to Hungerford stairs, where it
was put into a wherry to convey it and me to the Dolphin
at Deptford. The waterman, who knew perfectly well all
that was requisite, asked me if I had an order for the trunk,
&c., being received on board. Upon my replying in the
negative, he said :

" Then there will be no use in going along side, for damn
the stitch they'll take in."

Upon this I hurried away to Captain Dent's to ask for
an order, but no Captain could I find, though I remained
at the house until it was dark. I then returned home, and
my father desired me to be at Captain Dent's at day light
next morning to procure the order, if possible. If not, to
proceed with my trunk to Deptford, and get on board the
ship at any rate. I went, as desired, to Captain Dent's,
where a female informed me he had given up the house two
days before, and was gone, as she understood, to the Eestern
Indees. Upon this intelligence I went to my wherry at
Hungerford stairs, immediately departing for Deptford,